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of government as their general agent. He might CHAI
have criticized the details of the particular scheme ^^^
proposed. He might even have opposed on its
merits the idea of admitting the people of the
Dominions to a joint responsibility for controlling
foreign affairs. Such a declaration must certainly
have provoked an emphatic repudiation from the
Opposition and probably from members of his own
party. But neither of these things happened,
because Mr. Asquith said no more than he knew
that his opponents must have said of such a proposal
as he was criticizing. Sir Joseph had allowed him-
self to be taken as meaning that two Imperial
authorities were to exist side by side, that ministers
in charge of foreign affairs were, for a time at
any rate, to be answerable to different legislatures ;
and Mr. Asquith's condemnation of such a proposal
went, and will always go, unchallenged.